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President’s Message 

 
I wanted to get this newsletter out just after our March meeting but obvi-
ously it didn’t happen. Illness and trying to stay on top of two busi-
nesses -- of which one is fish farming -- has made it tough. I apologize 
for the delay. 

 
I hope everyone that attended our annual meeting back in March 

enjoyed it. I believe we had some good speakers and by the 
amount of questions asked it appeared many of you were inter-

ested in the topics presented. I don’t know about you, but Dr. 
Goetz had me wishing I had a lake to put paddlefish in. And 

not only was Jim Held extremely knowledgeable about 
yellow perch, he was brutally honest about the financial 

shortcomings of raising perch if you don’t produce your 
own stock. As fish farmers and potential fish farmers 
we don’t need a sugar coating or an overly optimistic 
report on the potential for a species. Too many have 
lost everything in this business by not being realistic. 
 
Please try and make it to the workshop on May 14th 
Billie Jo Brown is putting together for us at Purdue 
(see page 4 ). There will be a live harvest of rain-
bow trout w/ public fish sales along with the topics 
covered; raising rainbow trout in ponds over winter, 

raising hybrid striped bass in ponds, raising yellow 
perch in ponds, and aquatic plant control in ponds. It’s 

free too!  
 

We are also putting together a less formal fall meeting 
that will take place at my residence and facility up here in 

northeastern Indiana. I have a small niche market provid-
ing average and trophy size brook, brown, and rainbow 

trout; largemouth and smallmouth bass,  bluegill, and yellow 
perch to taxidermy schools and taxidermists all over the country. 

It’s illegal to sell gamefish out of public waters in most states 
(depends on the definition of gamefish in a few states), and most 
hatcheries don’t keep a lot of larger fish around. As far as I know I’m 
the only one in the country exclusively in this niche market.  It’s a 
small operation at this time that supplements my main business as a 
fish taxidermist and taxidermy educator. However, I do get a minimum 
of $10.00 per pound for my fish so it’s worthwhile and expanding. 
Harvest is primarily by hook and line due to possible fin damage from 
nets, but I have lots of free volunteer labor! 
 
Sincerely, 
Cecil Baird Cecil D. Baird 
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Canadian Geese Could 
Spread “Super” strains of 

Ecoli & Salmonella bacteria 
 
After extensive testing by CDC scien-
tists in North Carolina and Georgia it’s 
been determined that geese can po-
tentially spread super antibiotic resis-
tant strains of Ecoli and Salmonella 
simply by frequently lagoons of fecal 
waste from hog lots. None of the birds 
had ever been treated with drugs, but 
were shown to be resistant to more 
than one antibiotic. How? Apparently 
the birds ingested the bacteria by 
preening and other activities, which 
had become resistant to the drugs due 
to them being used on the pigs. 
 
However, the birds were non-
migratory birds, but the findings still 
show the potential for the birds to 
carry the pathogens over wide areas. 

Two scientists and a fisherman have 
invented a fishing net that glows in 
the dark alerting marine mammals of 
its presence and causing most of 
these marine mammals to avoid the 
nets. Mammals like dolphins, por-
poises, and whales drown in fishing 
nets every year after they get entan-
gled and can’t come up to breath. 
One species of whale the “Right 
Whale” is of particular concern due to 
there only being about 350 specimens 
left in the North Atlantic.  
 
Even though dolphins and whales pos-
sess “echolocation” a form of sonar to 
detect objects ahead of them, appar-
ently typical nets aren’t easily de-
tected especially in deeper darker wa-
ters. These particular nets literally 
glow in the dark for several hours due 
to barium sulphate added to the ma-
terial.  
 
The three received an award from the 
World Wildlife Fund. They are Cana-
dian Ed Trippell, Chemist Norm Holly 
from Philidelphia, and Fisherman Don 
King of Massachusetts.   

Information from both of these articles 
was condensed from www.cbc.ca. 
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•Fish Smarts 

Scientists invent a net to 
reduce catches of marine 

mammals  
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The herbicide Roundup® is widely used to 
eradicate weeds. But a study published today by 
a University of Pittsburgh researcher finds that 
the chemical may be eradicating much more 
than that.  

Pitt assistant professor of biology Rick Re-
lyea found that Roundup®, the second most 
commonly applied herbicide in the United 
States, is "extremely lethal" to amphibians. This 
field experiment is one of the most extensive 
studies on the effects of pesticides on nontarget 
organisms in a natural setting, and the results 
may provide a key link to global amphibian de-
clines.  

In a paper titled "The Impact of Insecticides 
and Herbicides on the Biodiversity and Produc-
tivity of Aquatic Communities," published in 
the journal Ecological Applications, Relyea ex-
amined how a pond's entire community--25 spe-
cies, including crustaceans, insects, snails, and 
tadpoles--responded to the addition of the 
manufacturers' recommended doses of two in-
secticides--Sevin® (carbaryl) and malathion--
and two herbicides--Roundup® (glyphosate) 
and 2,4-D.  

Relyea found that Roundup® caused a 70 
percent decline in amphibian biodiversity and 
an 86 percent decline in the total mass of tad-
poles. Leopard frog tadpoles and gray tree frog 
tadpoles were completely eliminated and wood 
frog tadpoles and toad tadpoles were nearly 

eliminated. One species of frog, spring peepers, 
was unaffected.  

"The most shocking insight coming out of 
this was that Roundup®, something designed to 
kill plants, was extremely lethal to amphibians," 
said Relyea, who conducted the research at 
Pitt's Pymatuning Laboratory of Ecology. "We 
added Roundup®, and the next day we looked 
in the tanks and there were dead tadpoles all 
over the bottom."  

Relyea initially conducted the experiment to 
see whether the Roundup® would have an indi-
rect effect on the frogs by killing their food 
source, the algae. However, he found that 
Roundup®, although an herbicide, actually in-
creased the amount of algae in the pond because 
it killed most of the frogs.  

"It's like killing all the cows in a field and 
seeing that the field has more grass in it--not 
because you made the grass grow better, but 
because you killed everything that eats grass," 
he said.  

Previous research had found that the lethal 
ingredient in Roundup® was not the herbicide 
itself, glyphosate, but rather the surfactant, or 
detergent, that allows the herbicide to penetrate 
the waxy surfaces of plants. In Roundup®, that 
surfactant is a chemical called polyethoxylated 
tallowamine. Other herbicides have less danger-
ous surfactants: For example, Relyea's study 
found that 2,4-D had no effect on tadpoles.  

"We've repeated the experiment, so we're 
confident that this is, in fact, a repeatable result 
that we see," said Relyea. "It's fair to say that 
nobody would have guessed Roundup® was 
going to be so lethal to amphibians."  

 
Contact Person: Karen Hoffmann 
University of Pittsburgh 
412-624-4356 
klh52@pitt.edu 

 
This article is a reprint from http://
www.medicalnewstoday.com/medicalnews.php?
newsid=22159#.  The IAAI received permission from 
Karen Hoffmann to reprint it for our members. 

Roundup® highly lethal to amphibians,  
says University of Pittsburgh researcher 
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Welcome to the Purdue University/
Indiana Aquaculture Association Produc-
ers Workshop. Whether you are just in-
terested in learning more about aquacul-
ture or are already in the business come 
learn  about Production Studies that 
were completed at Purdue University. 

Topics include:  

♦Live Rainbow Trout Harvest 
♦Public Fish Sales 
♦Raising Hybrid Striped Bass in 

Ponds  
♦Raising Yellow Perch in Ponds 
♦Pond Treatment 
 
Registration is free for all participants, a 
box lunch will be provided at a cost of 8
$ per person upon request. Lunches can 
be ordered the morning of the work-
shop. For more information regarding 
this workshop contact Billie Jo Brown at 
(765) 583-0351 or email: 
goetzb@purdue.edu.  

Producers’ Workshop 
May 14, 2005   

Purdue University Aquaculture Research Ponds/ASREC Classroom Building 
 5675 W. 600 North 
West Lafayette, In. 

Producers’ Workshop Agenda 
 

 8:00 - 8:30 Registration/Check in 
 8:30 -9:00 Overview of what is hap-

pening with the Purdue 
University Aquaculture Re-
search Laboratory 

 9:00 -9:30 Raising Hybrid Striped in 
Ponds 

 9:30 -10:00 Pond Treatment for Cul-
ture Ponds 

10:00 -10:15 Break 
10:15 -10:30 Raising Yellow Perch in 

Ponds 
10:30 -10:45 Future Largemouth Bass 

Production Study 
10:45 -11:30 Raising Rainbow Trout in 

Ponds over winter- 
11:30 -12:00 Fact Versus Fiction on 

Farm Raised fish 
12:00 -1:00 Lunch 
 1:00 -3:00 Live Harvest and Transport 

of Rainbow Trout, Live 
Fish Sales 

Registration Form: 
 
 Name(s): __________________________________________  

 Address: __________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________  

 Phone: ___________________________________________  

 Email: ___________________________________________  

Send this registration form 
to: 

Billie Jo Brown 
Purdue University 
715 W. State Street 
West Lafayette, IN 
47907 

♦ Pre-registration is not required for attendance of this workshop but would be 
appreciated for planning purposes. 

♦ Please dress for the weather and bring a cooler with ice if you plan on purchasing 
rainbow trout. 
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Jim Barbour, Director 
Marion County – Purdue Extension of-

fices 
6640 Intech Blvd., Suite #120 
Indianapolis, IN 46278-2011 
(317) 275-9305 x291 
Email: jbarbour@purdue.edu 
 

Exploding Toads in Hamburg 
Germany Baffle Scientists 

 
Over 1000 toads in a pond in Ham-

burg Germany died last month after 
overinflating themselves.  The grue-
some deaths have scientists and biolo-
gists baffled.   

At the beginning of April residents of 
the area noticed an unusual number of 
dead toads near the pond.  Researchers 
discovered that the toads were blowing 
up like balloons until their skin popped.  

There have been several theories. 
but all of them have been ruled out as 
the cause.  The water quality was 
tested and it is consistent with other 
ponds in the area that don’t have this 
problem.  The water and area was 
tested for fungus and bacteria.  Nothing  
was discovered. One biologist believed 
aggressive crows were the culprit. The 
theory is the crows swoop down and 
puncture the chest cavity and grab the 
liver. As a natural defense mechanism, 
the toad puffs up, but with a hole in its 
chest and its liver gone, the toad’s body 
doesn’t know when to stop. Of course 
this is just a theory and has yet to be 
proven. 

The amphibian phenomenon has 
moved to a pond in neighboring Den-
mark. So far only two ponds are af-
fected and no one has an answer. 

If you have any questions for our pre-
vious speakers, here is their contact 
information. Thank you Michael Miller 
for putting this list together. 
 
Jim Held 
UW-Madison Aquaculture Program 

Department of Food Science 
123 Babcock Hall 
1605 Linden Dr. 
Madison, WI 53706 
(608) 263-1242 

Email: jaheld@wiscmail.wisc.edu 
 
Mr. Dave Russell 
Agricultural Liaison 
Indiana Department of Environmental 

Management 
Indiana Government Center-North 
100 N. Senate Ave. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204  
(317) 232-8587 
Email: drussell@dem.state.in.us 
 
Dr. Robert Goetz 
Aquaculture of Kentucky, Inc. 
1424 Hammond Road 
Farmington, KY 42040 
(270) 489-6225 
Email: bobzenda@vettequest.com 
 
Dr. Jim Tidwell 
Coordinator of Aquaculture Programs 

Aquaculture & Natural Re-
sources  

Aquaculture Research Center 
103 Athletics Road  
Kentucky State University 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-597-8104 (Telephone) 
502-597-8118 (Fax) 
Email: jtidwell@gwmail.kysu.edu 
Substitute speaker: Shawn D. Coyle,  
Research Assistant; 502-597-8108 

Contact Information for 2005  
Spring Meeting Speakers 



Page 6 

President 
Mr. Cecil Baird 
c/o Baird Fish Taxidermy & Fish Farm 
4700 North U.S. Highway 33 
Ligonier, IN 46767 
Phone (W): (260)-894-9055 
Email:  jjbaird@ligtel.com  
(elected to one (1) year beginning 
03/2005 ending 03/2006) 
replaced Steve Collins  
 
Vice President 
Ms. Martha Render 
P.O. Box 361 
Brook, IN 47922 
Phone (H): (219)-275-8851  
Email: 1hoosiers@ffni.com  
(serves 1 year {til 03/2006};  
Then next year [03/2006] 
becomes the IAA President 
to serve one (1) year (thru 03/2007) 
replaced Cecil Baird  
 
Secretary/Treas.:  
Mr. Michael H. Miller 
1030 East Case Boulevard 
Albany, IN 47320 
Phone (H): (765)-789-8614 
Email:  michael.miller@insightbb.com  
(serving first year [2004] of 2 year 
term ending 03/2006) 
replaced Jason Bradley  
 

Indiana Aquaculture Association, Incorporated 
2005 Officers & Executive Board 

(Elected as of: Saturday, March 26, 2005 - Indianapolis, IN) 

Board of Directors: 
and part of the Executive Board (The 
"EB") 
<Elected to a term as so described> 
 
Past President: 
Mr. Steve Collins     
c/o Ozark Fisheries     
2195 State Road 37 North 
Martinsville, IN 46151 
Phone (W) (765)-342-6086 
Email:  stevec@rnetinc.net 
(1 Year thru 03/2006)  - replaced Robert 
Lyons 
 
Dr. Gary E. Miller      
c/o ADVANCED AQUACULTURAL TECH-
NOLOGIES, INC. 
P.O. Box 426 
Syracuse, IN 46567 
Phone (W): (574)-457-5802 
Email:  bgmiller@bnin.net 
(DIRECTOR thru 03/2007) 
 
 
Mr. Tony Flesch     
c/o Maple Leaf Farms, Inc. 
9166 North 200 East (P.O. Box 308) 
Milford, IN 46542 
Phone (W): (574)-658-2833 
Phone (C): (574)-527-9348 
Email:  tflesch@mapleleaffarms.com  
(DIRECTOR thru 03/2007) 
 
Mr. Brian James     
c/o Purdy Farms 
505 East 350 South 
Lafayette, IN 47909 
Phone (W): (765)-474-9240 
Email:  res1uj5v@verizon.com 
(DIRECTOR thru 03/2006) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Mr. Chad Nunley    
1795 West Shore Drive   
Martinsville, IN 46151 
Phone (H): (765)-342-9651 
Phone (W): (765)-653-9524 
Email:  crnunley@scican.net  
(DIRECTOR thru 03/2006) 
 - replaced Mark Nolting 
 
Mr. Robert “Bob” Lyons   
c/o Lyons Enterprises 
1134 East 800 South   
Brook, IN 47922                           
Phone (H + W): (219)-275-4775 
Email: loryeo@netnitco.net  
(DIRECTOR thru 03/2008) 
- replaced Cecil Baird 
 
Ms. Billie Jo Brown    
9035 Brandenburg Lane           
Lafayette, IN 47905   
Phone (H): (765)-564-4455  
Phone (W): (765)-583-0351 
Email: goetzb@purdue.edu  
(DIRECTOR thru 03/2008) 
- replaces Brian Isaacs 
 
ANCILLARY / SUPPORTING 
ROLES: 
 
Legislative Liaison:   
Michael H. Miller  
1030 East Case Boulevard  
Albany, IN 47320 
Phone (H): (765)-789-8614 
Email:  michael.miller@insightbb.com 
(serving 1st year in 2004) 
- resumes role from March 2000 
 
Newsletter Editor:  
Cecil Baird  
c/o Baird Fish Taxidermy & Fish Farm 
4700 North U.S. Highway 33 
Ligonier, IN 46767  
Phone (W): (260)-894-9055 
Email:  jjbaird@ligtel.com 
(elected to Two (2) year 

(Continued from page 6) beginning 03/2005 
ending 03/2007)  
- replaced LaDon Swann 
 
NCRAC Liaison: 
Mr. Robert “Bob” Lyons  
c/o Lyons Enterprises 
1134 East 800 South 
Brook, IN 47922 
Phone (H + W): (219)-275-4775 
Email: loryeo@netnitco.net  
(Beginning Four (4) year term in 
03/26/2005 through December 31, 
2009) - reappointed to 2nd Term 
 
Extension Coordinators: 
  
NORTH: 
G. Allen Ullom 
Extension Educator – ANR 
Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Interim - Extension Aquaculture Coor-
dinator 
Howard County Extension Office 
Howard County Government Center 
120 East Mulberry Street, Suite #105 
Kokomo, IN 46901-4660 
Office:  (765)-456-2313 
Facsimile: (765)-456-2319 
Email: ullomg@purdue.edu 
 
Allen Ullom works out of the Kokomo 
area (Howard County Offices and will 
handle all County Extension contact 
needs north of I-70 until further no-
tice received from them on their spe-
cific counties (territory) (HANDLES 
THE NORTHERN PART OF INDIANA): 
 
SOUTH:  
Tom Springstun,  
Extension Educator-ANR & CED 
Interim - Extension Aquaculture Coor-
dinator 
Purdue Extension, Scott County Office 
Courthouse Suite G-30 
1 E McClain Avenue 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Scottsburg, IN  47170-1889 
Office: (812)-752-8450 
Facsimile: (812)-752-8452 
E-mail:  tsprings@purdue.edu 
Web:  http://www.ces.purdue/cnty/
scott 
 
Tom will handle aquaculture extension 
matters south of I-70 until further no-
tice from them regarding their coun-
ties (territory).  This territorial split is 
suggested based upon their location & 
since each has been designated the 
NORTH or the SOUTH part of the 
State of Indiana. 

(Continued from page 7) Webmaster: 
Mark Einstein 
c/o Purdue University 
Lilly Hall of Life Sciences 
915 West State Street, Room 3-104 
West Lafayette, IN 47907-2054 
Office: (765)-494-4862 
Email: meinstei@purdue.edu   
 
Find the IAAI on the Web at: 
http://ag.ansc.purdue.edu/aquanic/
iaa/index.htm 

Fish Smarts Or A Fish Tale? 

(CBS) Fish can be wondrous to be-
hold and delicious to consume, but now 
animal rights activists are declaring that 
fish are smart - too smart to eat.  

"They actually do better on cognition 
tests than do dogs and cats," says 
Bruce Friedrich of People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals.  
Friedrich believes a fish is an intelligent 
individual.  

As CBS News Correspondent John 
Blackstone reports, fish are the latest 
creatures adopted by PETA, a group 
that has campaigned against hot dogs 
and declared fried chicken cruel and un-
usual.  

"Sylvia Earle, who's probably the 
foremost living marine biologist, she 
says, 'I'd no more eat a fish than I'd eat 
a cocker spaniel,'" says Friedrich.  
But hang on. When we dove deeper into 
this story, catching up with Earle, we 
found the cocker spaniel tale wasn't 
quite what PETA claimed. 

"Actually, I said Labrador retriever," 
she says, joking.  

And she wasn't suggesting fish have 
some higher intelligence.  

"The question of intelligence is a 
really slippery one," she says.  
It's as slippery as fish themselves, 
which Earle no longer eats - not be-
cause they're smart, she says, but be-
cause they are disappearing as the fish-
ing industry scours the seas with huge 
nets and lines.  

Asked, of the fish he catches, which is 
the smartest, fisherman Bill Maidhof 
says: "I can't think of any of them that 
are smart - not one."  

A fisherman should know which fish 
are thinkers.  

"My mother always said, 'Don't worry, 
there's always more fish in the sea,'" 
says marine biologist John McCosker. 
"Unfortunately she was wrong."  

McCosker hates to see fish species 
disappearing.  

"I love fish," he says. "I love to eat 
fish."  

And that, says McCosker, is a good 
reason to protect fish - better perhaps 
than PETA's claim that a school of fish is 
a place of higher learning. 

 
from: http://www.cbsnews.com 


